Lincoln Day Dinner
Speaker Announced!

We are very excited to announce that this year's Lincoln Day
speaker will be former US Congressman and US Army Veteran,
Steve Russell!
Steve Russell brings unique experiences perhaps like no other
when it comes to leadership. Whether serving as a soldier, national
speaker, critically acclaimed author, small business leader or as a
US Congressman, Steve Russell draws on his varied and enormous
wealth of experiences to convey what it takes to build teams, lead
them and get things done.
Russell has a bachelors degree in Public Speaking and a masters
degree in History. He retired from the US Army as a combat
infantryman having served in Kosovo, Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Iraq. He has been decorated for valor,
meritorious achievement and service, and is a graduate of both the US Army Ranger and Airborne schools.
He founded Two Rivers Arms, a rifle manufacturing business whose Iraqi rifles were featured in Clint
Eastwood's film "American Sniper." He served as both an Oklahoma State Senator and as a US Congressman
from Oklahoma.
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Here are bad bills that have advanced in some capacity in the Legislature this year. Opposite chamber
companion bills are noted in some instances.
Bills that would increase your cost of living
House Bill 1110 would create a new low carbon fuel standard program similar to California's model.
This program would: add to the price of gas and goods; not significantly improve our environment;
and not generate any new funding for transportation infrastructure.
Senate Bill 5116 would require to phase out fossil fuel electricity generation and move to 100
percent clean energy resources by 2045, and create penalty and incentive structures to move off of
fossil fuel resources. The costs of this plan would fall on families and employers through higher energy
bills. (House Bill 1211). Learn about the Republican alternative: Carbon Free Washington Act.
Senate Bill 5313 would raise local K-12 property-tax authority, which could result in a property tax
increase of $2.5 billion per year. This would lead to huge inequities in taxpayer levy rates and result in
meaningful disparities in educational enrichment opportunities for students in less-wealthy areas.

House Bill 1105 would impose a new property tax to pay for a government-sponsored hotline to help
property owners facing foreclosure. (No Senate companion)
House Bill 1590 would give councilmanic authority to local jurisdictions to raise sales and use tax for
affordable housing and homelessness projects. (No Senate companion)
Bills that are bad for employees and employers
House Bill 1515 , in its initial form, would have changed the criteria for being classified as an
independent contractor for wage, tax and benefit purposes. While this measure was amended to create
a work group on employee classification, the results of this group could be used in support of the
initial policy in the future.
House Bill 1491 , which has been called restrictive scheduling, would require food service, hospitality
and retail establishments with more than 250 employees worldwide to provide employees 14 days’
notice of work schedules and compensate employees for schedule changes, along with several
additional requirements. (Senate Bill 5717)
House Bill 1575 would make it easier for unions to deduct union dues from public employees. It
would also make it harder for employees to exercise their right to not join a union and opt-out if they
join and then later want to get out. (Senate Bill 5623)
A bill that takes away local control for school districts
Senate Bill 5395 would require every public school to provide comprehensive sexual health
education that meets certain requirements. This approach would take control away from local school
boards and their communities. (House Bill 1407)
Bills that are bad for our state health care system
House Bill 1523 would require the Washington Health Benefit Exchange to develop standardized
health plans and expressly limit choice over time in favor of one-size-fits-all plans meeting specific
government requirements. This approach would: result in providers leaving networks and shifting the
cost of health care to self-funded plans; make health care for many Washingtonians more expensive;
and destabilize the marketplace. (Senate Bill 5526)
House Bill 1870 would codify Obamacare in state statute. This would lock our state into a health care
system that continues to struggle and has since its inception. (Senate Bill 5805)
Senate Bill 5822 would direct the Health Care Authority to convene a work group to study the
establishment of a universal health care system in Washington. (House Bill 1877)
A bill that infringes on Second Amendment rights
House Bill 1068 would prohibit high capacity firearm magazines over 15 rounds.
A bill that is offensive to agricultural communities
Senate Bill 5693 -- While the bill title says, creating transparency in agricultural supply
chains, this article's headline explains the measure more clearly: "Bill would require Washington
farmers to report slaves." Those who testified against this measure are right: It's offensive to our farmers
and agricultural communities. (No House companion)

Source: https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WALEGHRC/bulletins/231ea35

A letter from the Chair
Dear FriendThis past month the legislature has been moving bills out of committee to be
voted on by the entire body. When bad bills appear to be headed to the floor for
a vote, we have asked people to call the legislative hotline, 1-800-562-6000, to
ask their legislators to Vote No.
The first such bill, SB 5819, was an attempt to overturn Washington’s “Three
Strikes” law. In 1993, the voters of this state approved the Three Strikes
initiative by 76%. This law sentenced convicted criminals to prison with "life
without parole" once they were convicted of three separate Class A and/or
violent Class B felonies. Since then, it has kept repeat violent criminals off the
street and deterred many others from becoming repeat offenders. This was and
still is the will of the people. The proposal by State Democrats would have
allowed violent offenders who have been convicted of 3 or more felonies a
chance to be paroled, essentially doing away with the “Three Strikes” law.
KVI radio host, John Carlson, who also was the author of the initiative, testified
in Olympia and many of you called the legislative hotline to demand that they
leave "3 strikes" alone. This bill has since been pulled.
Next, we put out a request for you to call the hotline to ask your State Senators
to vote NO on SB 5288, which is another end run around the Three Strikes law.
The same Democratic State Senator who sponsored 5819 also sponsored this
bill. She had convinced the committee that violent 2nd Degree Robbery had
been added to the list of crimes covered by the Three Strikes law. Therefore
these criminals should be allowed parole and not serve life in prison. This was
not true. During his testimony, John Carlson told committee members that no
crimes were added to the Three Strikes law. We have not heard of an update
on the status of this bill.
If you have a talent for writing, please contact me or your District Chairs. We
began a new effort this week.
Lastly, if you have not yet renewed your KCGOP membership, there is still time.

I want to turn King County RED!

In Memoriam
Dollie Kosters (Former 45th Legislative District Chair) - Memorial Service: March 23rd, 1 pm, at
the Cedar Park Church (Main Sanctuary) 6300 112th AV NE Bothell, Washington 98011-1535
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